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Course Description:
This course introduces the language necessary to function in day-to-day American society at multi-levels.  Listening, speaking, reading and writing are taught in the contexts of work, family and community.

Course Objectives:
This class will:

· present new vocabulary and phrases and demonstrate their use;

· present conversations in English and focus on listening for specific information;

· provide opportunities for speaking and listening practice through role play, pair work, and group work;

· teach students to ask and answer questions;

· facilitate learning to read and write in English from sound/symbol correspondence to short, simplified narratives;

· model correct use of English.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

Communication Skills:

Speaking Skills

SPL 0-1

· respond to questions about personal information;

· produce simple questions such as:  What’s your birth date?  How much is it?  Where is it?

· produce limited single-word vocabulary for such things as:  numbers, colors, food, and clothing;

· produce ordinal numbers (1-31) in the context of the calendar;

· produce routine social phrases such as:  Thank you very much.  See you tomorrow.  Have a nice day.

· express lack of understanding.
SPL 2-3

· answer simple questions related to basic needs using previously learned phrases or simple sentences;

· participate in simple face-to-face conversations dealing with basic survival needs and minimum courtesy requirements (thanking, meeting, apologizing);

· ask and answer questions on familiar topics;

· make statements on familiar topics;

· communicate simple personal information on the telephone;

· describe a sequence of events on a topic related to their personal lives.
SPL 4-8

· ask for clarification;

· ask and answer questions in conversations based on the major topic outline;

· describe pictures or experiences related to topics listed in the major topic outline;

· give advice;

· participate successfully in role-plays;

· express opinions and preferences.

Listening Skills

SPL 0-1

· demonstrate comprehension of questions about limited personal information, such as name, country of origin, phone number, address, date of birth, Social Security number;

· demonstrate comprehension of basic commands through physical action and following directions;

· demonstrate comprehension of simple words in the context of everyday situations;

· demonstrate comprehension of simple questions such as:  What’s your name?  Where do you live?  What’s your address?  What’s your birth date? How much is it?  Where is it?

SPL 2-3

· demonstrate comprehension of simple questions and answers, statements and face-to-face conversations containing some unfamiliar vocabulary;

· recognize words that signal differences between present and past time;

· demonstrate comprehension of question words:  what, when, where, why, who, how.

SPL 4-8

· demonstrate understanding conversations related to the topics on the major  topic outline on the supplemental audio materials and with other students;
· demonstrate understanding of instructions, interviews, answering machine messages, TV shows, news reports, and informational presentations

Reading Skills

SPL 0-1

· demonstrate sound/symbol correspondence with single letters and blends;

· recognize numbers from 0-100;

· recognize learned sight words;

· interpret sentences using vocabulary and structures previously learned by sound;

· interpret isolated words and phrases in familiar contexts;

· interpret words or terms on simplified forms;

· scan for numerical information (e.g., store hours, prices in advertisements, etc.).

SPL 2-3

· demonstrate comprehension of short, simplified narrative paragraphs and descriptive passages on familiar topics by answering yes/no and either/or and giving short answers to wh- questions;

· scan for specific information in simple materials related to immediate needs;

· recognize numbers from 0-1000.

Writing Skills

SPL 0-1

· print the letters of the alphabet, upper and lower case;

· write numbers 0-100;

· copy or transcribe familiar words, phrases and high-frequency expressions from learned materials;

· fill out simple forms with personal information;

· write simple sentences based on personal experiences using learned vocabulary.

SPL 2-3

· write simple telephone messages;

· complete simple forms (medical history, job application, etc.);

· write simple sentences based on personal experiences or familiar material;

· write a series of related sentences based on personal experiences or unfamiliar material;

· fill out forms with personal information and history;

· use end punctuation in a variety of sentences;

· capitalize names and the first word in a sentence.

Interpersonal Skills:
SPL 0-8
· work in pairs and groups cooperatively;

· teach/guide others;

· negotiate with others.

Decision Making Skills:
SPL 0-8
· choose alternatives based on personal needs and goals;estimate.

Lifelong Learning Skills:
SPL 0-8
· reflect on one’s learning;

· use technology (telephone, overhead projector, tape recorder);

· use educational software to increase vocabulary, conversation, and listening skills (outreach sites only).

Length of Course:
33-66 hours/term

Grading Method:
Pass / No pass
Materials Used:
Overhead projector, blackboard, teacher-made handouts, video tape player, tape recorder (outreach sites only: computers)

Methods Used:
Pair work, group work, cooperative learning, role playing, problem solving

Progress Checks:
Students will be assessed on each of the above objectives using performance-based assessment.
Completion Assessment:
Successful attainment of 75% on all progress checks.  Students move levels within class based on BEST Plus and Functional Writing Assessment scores. 

Required Text:
None

Recommended Text:
Downtown 1, by McBride




Let’s Talk 2, Second Edition, by Jones

Grammar in Action, Basic, by Foley/Neblett





Grammar in Action, Book 1 by Foley and Neblett


Survival English 1, by Mosteller

Collaborations, Literacy Level, by Moss

First Class Reader, by Bassano

Look Again Pictures, by Winn-Bell Olsen

Action English Pictures, by Frauman-Prickel

Basic and Practical Vocabulary Builders, by Liebowitz

The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Fuchs

Major Topic Outline

Topics are selected by the instructor in accordance with students’ personal, work, family or community goals.

SPL 0-3
· Community

· Personal information

· Time

· Calendars, days and months

· Clock time

· Seasons

· Colors

· Weather

· Money

· Making change

· Banking

· Health/medical

· Parts of the body

· Talking to the doctor

· Emergencies

· Numbers

· Cardinal (0-1000)

· Ordinal (1-31)

· Telephone

· Making appointments

· Community services

· Shopping

· foodstuff

· Clothing

· Transportation

· Public transportation

· Reading schedules

· Directions

· Traffic signs

· Recreation

· Housing

· Family

· Names of family members

· Communicating with children’s teachers

· Work

· Finding a job

· On the job

SPL 4-8

· Getting to Know You

· Making a Good Impression

· Food and Cooking

· Weather

· Working for a Living

· Leisure Time

· Sports and Games

· Transportation and Travel

· Vacation Time

· Inventions and Gadgets

· The Environment

· News and Current Events

· City Life

· Entertainment and Art

· The Past

